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Address;

‘HISTORIC AMERICAN BUIEDINGS SURVBY _ HAB No NY ShT3

’I‘IIE SATLORS' SNUG HABBOR

-'?Rlchmond Terrace, between Tysen Avenue and'Dél&fleld

- Pldce, New BrLghton, Néw York Rlchmond County, Néw
1York
.. Present Owner: - The Truutees of The Sallors Snug Harbor in. the Clty . o
B o of New York. : :

Present Occupant: The Sailors’ Snug Harbor.

Present Use:

Statement of

Significance:

Home for elderly's&ilors.

The Sailors’ Snug Harbor,'é home for aged seamen:

opened in 1833, occupies a spacious site on Sﬁaﬁém[‘"“

Islend overlooking the Kiil Van Kull which leads
into New York Harbor. Buildings on the. property '

range from an oubtstanding group of five Greek Revival

_twf* '

" dormitory and adninistration buildingse through to a -

twentieth-century theater and recreation hall. The

various structures provide a particularly rich
catalog of nineteenth century archltecture '

PART . HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History

1.

Date

6/20/1831
Liber T,
pp. 1hk-hg

5/7/1835
Liber X,

page 55.

Oflglnal and subsequent owners: The following 1niormatlon'
is extracted from records in the County Clerk's Offlce o5t.

George (Staton Island), New York.

Grantor Grantee

Isaac R. Houseman Sailors' Snug Harbor-

Judith . - (Trustees of}

Isaac Soria Sailors' Snug Harbor
et al (Trustees of)

In the Address Delivered at the lLaying of the Corner Stone

of the New Chapel by W.W., Phillips, published in 1855, the

author giveg the following accouni concerning the. purchase 15 -

of the property

In May, 1831, the Trustees purchased this farm, é@n;
taining 130 acres of land, Tor $10,000. Subseguently

they purchased 21 acres, with a water privilege, which- | =
had originally been a part of this fart, but had been. - =
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'801d, and was used for manuf&cturlng purposes, and

Wa.s, about %0} pasp into other hands; the price paid

for this was $6,000. These two parcels of land now
'1constitute the farm of the Sailors Snug Harbor.

Hlstory of the institution: The Sailors Snug- Harbor vas
egtablished "for the purpose Of malntalnlng and supportlng
aged,  decrepit and worn-out sailors” under the will of
Captain Robert Richard Randall, who.died‘in June, 1801.
The income of the property of Randall's estate, located

in downtown Manhattan, has supported the institutlion from
the time of its founding to the present day.

On February 6, 1806, the Trustees of The Sallors Snug
Harbor were 1ncorporated by the New York State LeglsLature,
but it was not until March, 1830 that the last suit
‘against the Trustees was settled. The "Annvual Report of
the Trustees of the Sailors' Snug Harbor' for 1830 noted
that

The Trustees being thus relieved from litigation, are
zealously engaped in {ixing upon a suitable site for
the purpose of erecting the Asylum, and carryi ng into
effect the intentions of the donor.

This "Annual Report" slso included the following disburse-
ments relating to the selection of a site for the institution:

1830

June 3 To cash patd expenses of the commit-

' tee In two visits to Staten-
Island, examining situvations
for & site for Asylua . . . $ 9.15

June 12 B paid Vanderbelt for use of
steamboat ftaking the Trustees
to Staten-Island and passages
back « . .. v o . o . . . . 13.00

July 28 To cash paid expenses of the board of
trugstees on visiting the site
recommnended by commitiee {for

the Asylum . . . . . . . . . k0.25
Aug. 18 " " paild expenses of the committee
to Berton and Morris Plains . b.13

The purchase of a Staten Island farm by the Trustees from
‘Tesaac R. and Judith Houseman vag recorded on June 20, 1831.
On May 1k, 1831, the Hew-York Evening Post published the
Ffollowing article:

The Trustees of the "Sailors Snug Harbour" have
purchesed Mr. Houseman's farm on Staten Island,
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..,'con81st1ng oi about one hundred and thlrty acres,
“intended as the location for a hospital for gupe
‘annuated seamen, accomodations for fifty of whom
_aré to be erected immediately. The Tarm is situated

near the entrance of the Kills; and the site Selected
- for the bu&ldings commands & good view of this" c1ty '
and harbour, of' the -town of Brooklyn, and of whatevcr i
pagsges in or out of the port L . D :

On October 11, l83l, the corner tone ot the first buildlng
was laid, and the institution was iormally openealon

Avgust 1, 1833. From 1839 to 1841 a “wing” to the west of
this central building was constructed, and from 1840 to .
1841 a "wing" to the east was constructed. A large building
program which 1ncluded the hapel, a wash house, and a -
dining hall to the rear of the original building, was under
way in- 1855, when the New York Dally Timev reported OI i
Saliors Snug Harbor: o

It is worth now $1,500,000. Upwards of-$80,000 éf
expense is being laid out in new buildings and sundry
improvements. There are 300 seamen fed, Lodﬂed
ciothed, and cared for gernerally.

in l869 Lhe Manual of the Corporatlon of the Clty of New ]
York noted that - '

This Asylum i; devoted to the maintenance and support ..
of aged, decrepit, and worn-out sallors, and accomodatesi
from hOO to 450 immates R :

The Copy of the Last Will and Testament of the Iate Robert .
Richard Randall, Esq., putlished in 1876, deocrnbed the
buildings of the in tltutlon at that tlme. :

_The public buildings of the Snug Harbor on Staten _
Island consist at present of a centre or main building,
with tvo wings, o dining-hall building, a hogpital
and chapel. An additional building for the accomodation -
of immates, also a kitchen, are now being erected.

In October, 1879, History of The Ssilors' Snug Harbor,
Together With Incidents of a Life In It for 18'M0nths,
Written by an Inmate was published. The following excerpt
degeribes the bulldings at that time: '

The buildings of the Snug Harbor on Staten Island
consist, at present of seven edifices, which with
the addition of another now in contemplation, will
make eight, all of which are connected together by _
bridges and corriders, forming and resembling a mammoth ...
hotel, the access to each building can be galned by

any one without any exposure to the inclemency of the"
weather. There ig also a chapel, hospital,.a dmelllng“ ‘
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_f3for the Chapldln, FPhysician, boverno¢ and Steward
fj'all of which are separate buildings; also a dwelllng _
for the Matron, and cottages for the Engineer and =7

‘Farmer. A machlne and carpenter's shop; a building

for laundry purposes, ‘and an extensive barn, with a
piggery attached for the accomedation of the catile
and swines,” all of wvhich are enclircled by a large
”ironvfence Thexe is also a large: cemetery or burial
plot . : -

An article entitled "The Sailors' °nug Hﬂxbor” by Mrs.

R:. F. Woodward which appeared in Frank leslie's Popular

Monthlx in January, 1895, indicates the growth of thﬂ'
tltutlon by that date: e

- In the beginning there were but three buildings, which
arc to-day the central ones in the maln group of Tive.
Now there are over sixty. The first church has been
succeeded by a grand new one; with a fine music hall,
seating nearly a thousand people; a hospital with beds
for tvo hundred patients; handsome residences for

“the governor, chaplain, physician, engineer, matron,
steward, farmer, baker, snd & building for each branch
of labor reguired in the managenent of this miniature
city.

On October 14, 1965, the five dormitory and administration
buildings facing Richmond Terrsce (Buildings A,B,C,D, and E)
and the chapel were designmated historic landmarks by the
landmarks Preservation Cowmnigsion of New York City.

3. ZImportant old views:

~a. Print published in Copy of the Will and Testament of the

the Iate Rob't Richard Randall, Esg. . . . HNew York:
Published by Order of the Trustees, 1842. (See HABS
photocopy ).

L., In a vcrapbook entitled "Views, New York City. Richmond
County' theres are two views--one from the east, one from
the northeast. Local History Room, New York Puollc
Library.

¢. FPhotograph of dormitory facades. Negative 210234, Map
and Print Room, New~York Historiecal Society.

b1}

Print of "Bird's-Eye View, Of Sailors Snug Harbor, N.Y.,
AM..Pettit." Staten Island Historical Society.

=
.

. , : - e. Three photegraphs of dormitory facades, dated "c. 1890."
o Staten Island Historical Society.
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WRITTEN HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA

Addendum to: :

SAILORS" SNUG HARBOR HABS No. NY-5473
Richmond Terrace

New Brighton

Richmond County

New York

Data pages 1 through 7 were previously transmitted to the Library of
Congress. This is data page 8.

INVENTORY OF PHOTOGRAMMETRIC IMAGES

The glass photogrammetric plates listed below are not reproducible except with
special permission. However, reference prints and f£ilm copy negatives have
been made from the plates indicated by an asterisk (*) and are included in the
Library of Congress collection of formal HABS/HAER photographs.

22 5" x 7" glass plate negatives (8 stereopairs and 2
triplets) produced by Perry E. Borchers of the Chio State
University in 1968.
One survey control contact print per print; survey control
information for each pair/triplet; one isometric Master
Control for the series.
LC~HABS-GS05-T-4491-101L NORTH FACADE, CENTRAL PAVILION
LC-HABS-GS05-T-4491-101R * NORTH FACADE, CENTRAL PAVILION

Left and right overlap: 8D%

LC-HABS-GS05-T-4491-102L NORTH FACADE, CENTRAL PAVILON
LC-HABS-GS05-T-4491-102R * NORTH FACADE, CENTRAL PAVILON

Left and right overlap: 80%
{Shares survey control with 101L & 101R}
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HABS Ro. NY-5473
Data (Page 9)

LC-HABS-GSD5-T-4491-103L. NORTH FACADE, EAST PORTICN
LC-HABS-GS05~T-4491-103R * NORTH FACADE, EAST PORTION

Left and right overlap: 90%

LC~-HABS-GS05-T-4491-104L NORTH FACADE--WEST END
LC-HABS-GS05-T~-4491-104R * NORTH FACADE--WEST END=--~CONVERGENT

104L and 104R (convergent)} overlap: 95%

104L and 104R overlap: 85%
LC-HABS-GS05-T-4491~-105L ANGLED VIEW FROM NW
LC—HABS—GSOS-T;4491-105R * ANGLED VIEW FROM NW

Left and right overlap: 85%

(Shares contreol with 106L and 106R)
LC~-HABS-GS05-T-4491-106L * ANGLED VIEW FROM NW
LC~-HABS-GS05-T~4491~-106R ANGLED VIEW FROM NW

Left and right overlap: 85%

(shares survey control with 1051 and 105R)
LC-HABS-GS05-T-4491-107L WEST FACADE, CENTRAL BAY
LC—HABS—GSOS*T"4491~107R * WEST FACADE, CENTRAL BAY

Left and right overlap: 80%

{Shares survey control with 108L and 108R)
LC-HABS-GS05-T-4491-108L * WEST FACADE, CENTRAL BAY
LC-HABS-GS05-T-4491-108R WEST FACADE, CENTRAL BAY

Left and right overlap: 80%
{Shares survey control with 107L and 107R)
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LC-BABS-GS05-T-4491-109L * LOOKING EAST, GRAZING NORTH FACADE
LC-HABS-GS05-T-4491-109R LOOKING EAST, GRAZING NORTH FACADE

Left and right overlap: 90%

{shares survey control with 110L and 110R)
LC-HABRS-GS05-T-4491-110L * '~ LOOKING EAST, GRAZING NORTH FACADE
LC~-HABS~GS05-T-4491-110R LOOKING EAST, GRAZING NORTH FACADE

Left and right overlap: 90%
(Shares survey control with 109L and 109R)

PROJECT INFORMATION STATEMENT

Photogrammetric images were incorporated into the HABS/HAER collections in the
summers of 1985 and 1986, Inventories of the images were compiled and filed
as data pages for each structure recorded. Since the glass photogrammetric
rlates are not reproducible except with special permission, a reference print
and film copy negative were made from one plate of each stereopair and from
the most informative plates in sequential sets. The reference prints and copy
negatives were then incorporated into the formal HABS/HAER photograph
collections.

The Photogrammetric Images Project was a cooperative endeavor between the
HABS/HAER Division of the Mational Park Service and the Prints and Photodraphs
Division of the Library of Congress. The reference prints and film copy
negatives of the original plates were made by the Lihrary of Congress
Photoduplication Service with funds provided by the Library of Congress Flat
Film Preservation Fund. 2additional reproductions were made by HABS/HAER. The
project was supervised by HABS/HAER Architect John A, Burns, AIA, and
completed by HABS Historians Jeanne C. Lawrence {University of London) in 1985
and Caroline R. Alderson (Columbia University) in 198é.



